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KEY INDICATORS (distribution among groups) International Poverty Line (%)
Year

Poor Non-Poor Bottom 40 Top 60

Urban population 13 87 26 74 2011

Rural population 25 75 46 54 2011

Males 22 78 41 59 2011

Females 21 79 39 61 2011

0 to 14 years old 28 72 49 51 2011

15 to 64 years old 19 81 36 64 2011

65 and older 18 82 35 65 2011

Without education (age 16 and older) 28 72 51 49 2011

Primary education (age 16 and older) 22 78 42 58 2011

Secondary education (age 16 and older) 13 87 28 72 2011

Tertiary/post-secondary education (age 16 and older) 3 97 9 91 2011

The numbers in this report are based on SARMD. The South Asia Micro Database (SARMD) is a regional database of socio-economic indicators 

established in 2014 managed by SARTSD. It includes 29 surveys covering  8 countries.  It follows the Global Monitoring Database (GMD) Harmonization 

guidelines, including the construction of the welfare aggregate which is used for the Global Poverty Monitoring. Terms of use of the data adhere to 

agreements with the original data producers.

The national poverty estimates for India are produced by the erstwhile Planning Commission using the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey 

data collected by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. Data on consumption expenditure 

are collected nearly every year, with larger samples of households interviewed in the “thick” rounds that are used for estimating poverty rates. The 

most recent thick round survey is available for the year 2011–12. State-wise poverty lines for rural and urban areas are estimated using the 

methodology prescribed by the Tendulkar Committee. The national or all India poverty ratio is obtained as a state-population weighted average poverty 

ratio, and the all India poverty line is the per capita per month expenditure that corresponds to the all India poverty ratio. The international poverty 

estimates are based on the international poverty line of $1.90 per person per day in 2011 US dollars, converted to Indian rupees using the 2011 PPP 

conversion factor. The national PPP from ICP are disaggregated into rural and urban PPP to reflect cost-of-living differences between rural and urban 

areas. The national poverty estimates are useful for comparisons over time and across regions within India. The international poverty estimates, on the 

other hand, are useful for comparisons across countries.
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